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CONSIDERATIONS 


UPON 
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White  Staff,  See. 


HE  late  Pamphlet,  enti- 
tled the  Secret  Hiftory  of  the 
White  Staffs  having  made 
a  pretty  deal  of  Noife  in 
the  World,  and  your  L— 

p,  from  the  Gorred- 

nefs  of  Stile,  and  notorious  Sincerity, 
being  generally  fuppos'd  to  be  the  Au- 
thor, I  determinM  to  perufe  it  with  the 
utmoft  Dehberation,  and  whatever  my 
Thoughts  were,  to  lay  them  before  your 
L- — — p. 

You 


%.IjIO. 
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You  cannot,  I  prefume,  be  offended 
with  the  Liberty  1  take,  when  I  alTure 
you,  I  have  no  other  End  in  this  Buii- 

nefs,  than  to  (hew  your  L p,  that 

you  are  not  in  the  leafl  wrongM  by  the 
Opinion  the  World  has  of  late  enter- 
tairiM  of  you,  and  to  bring  back  to  their 
right  Underltandings  the  few  unwary 
Perfons  who  may  have  drunk  too  deep 
of  your  Poifon. 

Your  L -p  is  pleas'd  to  begin  your 

Secret  Hijiorj  with  an  Old,  but  true  Ob- 
fervation,  That  Prime  Mimfiers^  m  they 
have  the  peculiar  Fate  to  have  the  Honour 
of  other  Mens  Merity  jb  alfo  do  they  often 
bear  the  Guilt  of  other  Mens  Crimes.  What 
you  would  infer  from  hence  I  know  not, 

Dut  am  fatisfied,  if  your  L — p  i^  at 

all  uneafy  by  your  want  of  Honour,  and 
will  purchale  it  at  any  rate,  yoii  may 
gladly  have  whatever  is  due  to  the  lace 
Adminiftraticn  of  Affairs,  provided  you 
will  patiently  unde  go  the  Reproach  of 
t:liat  iafamy  that  muit  attend  it:  But 

perhaps  your  L p  would  by  this  in- 

finuate,  how  unjuO:  it  is,   that  you  only 

Ihould 
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Ifliould  have  the  Publick  Voice  againft, 
you,   while  others  are  gone  off  with 
Praife  and  Commendation. 

A  farther    Hardlhip,    which    your 

l^^ -p  feems  to  complain  of,  is,  that 

Jgents  And  Seconds^  by  entirely  fojffjjing 
the  Counfels  and  Views  of  their  Great  Be- 
nefaUors  and  Prime  Mi/tifters,  and  not  af- 
froving  of  fuch  Views,  ly  Degrees,  thro* 
Jrtijice  and  Cunning  encroach  upon  their 
Leaders  ;  and  from  thwarting  them  at  frfiy 
in  little  Matters^  at  lafi  over-tof  them,  and 
become  altogether  independent  of  them.  How 
far  Agents  from  this  Confideratiori,  may 
attempt  the  worming  out  and  deftroy- 
ing  that  Power  which  firfl:  gave  them 
their  Political  Being,   is  beft  known  to 

your  L p.   Few,  I  am  confident, 

will  ever  believe  any  of  your  L.  p's 

Agents  were  able  to  do  you  Harm, 
from  having  made  themfelves  Matters 
of  your  Views  and  Counfels.  You  were 
never  yet  very  remarkable  for  a  Com- 
municative Temper;  and  when  you 
had  a  Mind  not  to  be  underftood,  your 
L p  could  be  effe^ually  unintelli- 
gible, without  putting  your  felf  to  much 

Trouble  ; 


( s ) 

Trouble  ;  but  had  it  pleas'd  you  to  open 
the  Secrets  of  your  Heart  to  any  of  your 
Pupils,  they  would  feareely  have  agreed 
the  better  with  you  upon  that  Account. 

To  fliew  us  in  the  next  Place,  that 

??"•*.  L-- ^p  is  not  the  firft  Great 

Mmifter  that  has  been  fupplanted  by 
his  Agents,  we  are  put  in  mind,  how 
Affairs  went  between  Becket  and  his 
Prince ;  but  as  you  afterwards  obferve 
you  need  not  have  gone  fo  far  back  for 
an  Inftance;  modern  Times  are  fruitful 
in  fuch  Examples. 

Immediately  after  this,  follows  a  long 

Story  of  the  E.  of  G »,  and  a  certain 

Secretary  of  State,  I  am  fome  what  doubt- 
ful what  your  L- .p  intends  by  this 

Inftance,  whether  to  open  the  hard  Fate 
of  that  Minifter,  in  being  difpolTefs'd 
of  his  Staff,  by  a  Creature  of  his  own 
Raifing;  ahttle,  underhand,  nuzzling 
Agent,  dark  in  his  Purpofe,  and  in  his 
Views  widely  differing  from  the  Coun- 
fels  of  his  Patron  and  Benefaftor;  or 
whether  you  propofe  the  other  part,  that 
part,  I  mean,  of  your  Story,  which  re- 
lates 
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ates  to  the  fevere  Ufage  of  the  Secre- 
tary, and  Mifmanagement  of  the  Mi- 
iiifter,  as  a  Cafe  parallel  to  what  has 
lately  happened  ;  and  who,  my  L — d, 
could  think  that  Secretary  to  blame  ? 
who^  after  being  treated  with  an  impo- 
litick  Contempt,  did  at  once  fatisfy  his 
own  private  Refentment,  and  do  a  Piece 
of  Juftice  to  the  Publick.  But  let  us  now 

fuppofe  your  L p  in  Poffeffion  of 

what  you  had  long  aim'd  at,  and  the 
liVorld  full  of  Expeftation  of  Great 
Things  from  you,  and  then  fee  whether 
their  Expeftations  were  wife  and  juft, 
and  how  far  they  were  anfwerM. 

In  order  tO  this,  it  will  be  neceflary 
to  declare  the  Way  of  Speech  your  L — 
-^p  niade  ufe  of,  to  thofe  Perfons  whom 
you  calPd  in  to  your  Affiftance,  and  by 
whofe  Help  you  at  laft  compafsM  the 

Great  Difficulty  ;  and  this,  myL d, 

I  will  do  with  that  Fidelity  which  be- 
comes me  ;  and  would  have  become  a 
certain  Gentleman,  who  of  late  has  ta- 
ken much  to  Speech- making,  and  --— 
but  I  ^ill  make  no  Reflexions. 

B  B« 
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Be  pleafed  then  to  rememSer,  how 
the  Nation,  during  a  certain  Admini- 
ftration,  and  bt^fore  the  Staff  was  in 
your  L — — -p\s  Hand,  ^  was  almofl: 
^  devoured  by  a  Land-confuming  War, 
^  that  the  Dignity  of  the  Pubh'ck  was 
^  gone  •  how  we  were  fold  to  every  pet- 
^  ty  Ally  ;  were  a  Province  to  Holland^ 
>  and  a  Jeft  to  Europe :  That  in  our 
^  Trade  we  were  either  fhamefully  neg- 
^  leded,  or  infamoufly  betrayM  ;  that 

<  th-^  G 1  was  one  who  delighted  in 

^  War,  and  could  not  live  out  of  it ;  and 
^  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  poor  Soldi- 
^  er,  thro'  the  Extortion  of  the  Officers, 
^  could  not  live  in  k ;  that  the  Set  of  Men 
^  in  Power  car'd^  not  what  became  of 

*  the  Nation,  provided  they  could  raife 
^  themfelves  from  their  Obfcurity  by 
^  Plunder  and  Deftruftion  :  That  the 
^  '  was  a  Captive^    the  Clergy 

*  and  Nobility  bafely  trampled  upon  ; 
^  and  in  fliort,  That  it  would  foon  be 
^  Night  with  Old  Engkmd^  if  a  Stop 
^  was  not  put  to  fuch  ruinous  PraQifes, 

*  and  Her redeemM  from  the 

*  Han-Is  of  .Her  own  and  the  Nation^s 
^  Enemies.  In 


( " ; 

In  this  manner  did  your  L— p 

frequently    Addrefs   the    Intereft    you 
thought  nccelTarv  to  you,  God  and  Man 
know  it  to  be  true.     But  it  Teems,  no 
fooner  was  the  Blow  ftruck,  but  your 
Patriots,  and  worthy  Friends,  in  a  Mo- 
ment became  full  or  Frenzy,  Hot-head- 
ed, Faftious,  and  all  for  the  P— r,  only  . 
becaufe  they  exafted  from  you  the  Per- 
formance of  the  Promife  you  had  fre- 
quently made  them,    which,    as  your 
L — — ~p  knows,  was  to  perfue  Mea- 
fures   the   very    reverfe    to  thofe  that 
reduced  us  to  the  wretched  Condition 
in  which  we  then  were;  but  you,  as  it 
now  appears  by  your  own  candid  Con- 
f  (Tion,   never   intended  any  Thing  of 
this  Nature;   yoti^  truly,    wa^;  content, 
the  Staff  was  in  your  Hand,  and  your 
Quarrel  never  was  with  Terjons^    hut 
Things  ;  and  frovided  two  or  three  Ut-^ 
tie  Errors  cou^d  he  reBiffd^  you  would 
then  have  gone  on  upon  the.  old  "Bottom ; 
nor  wouM  there  be  any  difficulty  in  this 
Scheme,    for  great  hopes  of  a  Coalition 
was  conceived  by  feveral  Perfons  at  that 
Time  ;    but   afterwards    renderM    im- 
praflicable  through  the  mean^  of  a  few 
B  2  un 
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unforefeen  Cirumftances  which  broke 
in  upon  you. 

My  L— d,  if  your  L- p  will  for- 

give  the  hot-headed,  factious,  filly 
Wretches,  who  were  fo  weak  as  to  cre- 
dit your  Proteftations,  I  am  verily  per- 
fwaded  they  will  take  care  not  tq  deferve 
a  fecond  Pardon. 

But,  my  L — d,  if  I  might  prefume,  I 
wouM  ask  you,  whether  by  this  delicate 
Scheme,  and  finely  fpun  Proje£t,  you 
wouM  have  us  admire  your  Wifdom,  or 
your  Honefty,  or  neither  of  them. 

I  am  not  very  good  at  Conjeftures, 
but  as. far  as  I  can  comprehend,  this  Pa- 
ragraph will  entirely  take  from  you,  the 
only  valuable  Quality  which  was  left 
you,  your  Courage  and  Refolution,  for 
I  look  upon  this  as  a  mean  and  fervile 
Piece,  of  Flattery,  and  prophefy  you  will 
find  it  as  ineffedual  as  his  defpicable. 

Your  L- p  has  been  long  too  Wife 

for  the  World,  the  World  will  now  be 
too  Wife  for  yowr  h— — —  p  ;  nor  are 
the  Gentlemen  in  Power  to  be  taken  by 
a  Hook  fo  poorly  covered,. 

Bwt 
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But,  my  L — d,  e'er  I  proceed  to  confi- 
der  any  further  your  Secret  Hiftory, 
permit  me  to  throw  away  a  Word  in  ]\x* 
ftification  of  the  hot- headed  Faftion, 
againft  which,  the  good  ''umouiMPart 
of  your  Pamphlet  is  wholly  b^nt ;  and 

to  put  your  L p  in  mind  of  what 

they  did  not  expe6:  :  They  did  not,  my 

L d,  expea  that  the  G 1  fhould 

be  difmifsM  in  a  rude  and  infolent  man* 
ner ;  that  a  new  Viceroy  fbould  be  made 
without  civilly  taking  Leave  of  the  old 
one ;  they  did  not  defire  that  the  great 
Officers  fhould  be  difchargM  by  half 
Dozens,  only  to  reftore  others  ;  nor  that 
you  fhould  fill  the  Court  with  Bravo* 
and  Murderers  to  affront  and  bully  all  of 
a  different  Opinion,  that  fhould  prefume 
to  come  thither  ;  they  were  not,  my 
L-d,  fo  wild  as  to  prefs  your  L--— -p  to 
drWtJehu  like,  and  turn  the  Nation  top. 
fy  turvey  in  a  Weeks  Time,  or  to  give 
them  or  their  Creatures  Pluralities  in  the 
State,  while  the  other  Part  of  the  Nati- 
on, that  had  born  the  Burden  of  the  Day, 
were  to  be  flatter'd  with  the  Happinels 
of  a  Reformation,  and  cajoled  into  an 

exr 
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expectation  of  Golden  Times.  Such  a 
Proceeding  would  have  fet  thenn  at  va- 
riance among  themfelves^  and  foon  have 
brought  their  ridiculous  Reign  to  an  end ; 
jfor  the  Nation,  as  you  well  know,  is 
riot  to  be  trod  upon  by  a  fadious  Junto, 
or  an  over-grown  Grandee ;  And  if  ever 
the  Experiment  is  made,  it  will  dearly 
eoft  fhofe  Perfons  who  fhall  have  the 
Curiofity  to  try  their  Power.  As  we 
have  now  the  Honour  of  ferving  His 
M- — -y,  fo  fhall  we  with  Duty  refign 
whenever  it  fhall  pleafe  Him  to  com- 
mand us.  We  owe  our  Homage  to  the 
Throne,  but  none  to  the  Minifters  that 

iuHround  it.     YourL^ -p  therefore 

fees  what  your  Friends  did  not  expefl:, 
and  I  fancy  are  not  much  puzzled  to 
fcoow  what  they  did  expe£i. 

So  to  play  the  Cards  as  to  fecure  the 
Game  ;  to  aft  in  fuch  fort  asnot  to  make 
it  aQueftion  what  you  intended ;  to  ufe 
Gentlemen  as  they  ought  to  be  ufed  ; 
to  acknowledge  their  Services,  to  circu- 
late your  Favours  among  their  difpirited 
Frieads,and  openly  to  purfue  thelntereft 
of  that  Caufe  you  openly  profefs'd,  but 

fe- 
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fecretly  betrayM.    This,  my  L-d,  was 

what  weexpeded,  and  this  might  have 
eafily  been  compafTed  ;  all  Difficulties 
were  removed,  the  Nation  pour'd  out 
their  Hearts  to  her for  their  De- 
livery, and  returned  a  Parliament  which 
fully  fpoke  the  Senfe  of  the  People  •  the 
Whigs  would  have  compounded  for 
Life,  property  and  Quiet,  all  Things 
concurrM  to  reftore  us  to  our  Happi- 

nefs  ;  the- -,  the  Nation,  and  the 

Parliament,  declared  themfelves  for  us ; 
but  'twas  your  Pride,  and  has  fince 
been  your  Boaft,  to  cajole,  oppofe,  and 
difappoint,  and  to  rule  the  Nation  by 
broken  Sentences  and  broken  Promifes, 
a  trifling  Levity,  and  defigning  Obfcu- 
rity  ;  from  whence  we  may  allow  you 

the  Character  of  an  Adroit  Kn ve, 

the  Charader  perhaps  you  aremoft  fond 
of-     But  to  proceed  with  your  Hiftory. 

V/hen  a  Coalition  was  found  impofli- 
ble,  the  difplaced  People,  yourL— — -p 

tells  us,  Exprefs'^d  the  utmoft  Refent^ 
ment^  and  left  no  Stone  tmturn^d  to  diflrefs 
and  hamper  your  oAdmimjiration.  It  is 
true,  indeed,  your  Honour  was  but  fcur- 

vily 


Vily  treated  by  the  Whigs,  and  yet  the 
ill  Ufage  you  met  with,  was  owing  only 
to  your  felf ;  your  fhuffling  and  unfteady 
Behaviour  was  an  Encouragement  to 
them  to  ufe  you  as  they  did,  and  every 
ambiguous,  double  Statefman  will  meet 
with  your  L- — p's  Fate.  Your  Great- 
nefs,  however,  as  yet,  kept  its  Ground^ 
notwithftandingthe  violent  Attacks  they 
made  againft  you ;  which  Attacks,  as 
you  acknowledge,  forced  you  into 
ftrange  Methods,  and  made  fome  Steps 
neceffary  which  would  not  otherwife 
have  been  juftifiable  ;  but  were  I  al- 
lowed to  judge,    I   would   fay,    your 

L p  occafion'd  the  Neceffity,  and 

by  that  occafion'd  the  Attacks* 

An  Accident,  however,  happened  at 
this  Time,  which  flood  you  greatly  in 
ftead  ,  the  Attempt  made  upon  your 
Life  by  a  common  Murderer,  as  you  are 
pleas'd  to  call  him,  with  much  Propriety 
of  Speech,  quite  dumbfounded  your  E- 
nemies,  and  gave  yOu  fuch  a  Credit, 
that  you  now  firft  began  to  fail  with  a 
full  Wind.  This  it  was  that  baften*d 
jour  9/Ldvancement   with    the  Queen, 

and 
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and  now  it  was  that  you  cou^  go  alone; 
and  therefore  being  left  to  yourfelf,  you 
again  thought  of  a  Codition^    but  indeed 
there   was    no    Confidence^     which    in 
plainer  Words  ligniiies  no  one  wou'd 
believe  you ;   and  belides,  this  laudable 
Intention  was  fruftrated^  by  fome,  who 
made  it  their  Bufinefs  to  render  an  Ac* 
commodation  impraQicable,     And  here 
we  have  another  Article  againfl:  the  hot- 
headed Fadion,   but  unlefs  you  have  a 
more  heinous  Accufation  to  bring  againfl: 
them,  the  prefent  Miniftry,  I  fear,  will 
never  come  in  to  the  hanging  them,  nor 
will  your  Lordfhip  meet  with  any  great 
Reward  for  your  Information.    But  it 
little  concerns  me,  whether  you  hang 
them  or  not,   and  I  only   fay  this  to 

Ihow  your  L — p,   that  till  you  caa 

produce  a  ftronger  Charge  againfl:  them, 
or  they  Ihall  as  bafely  cringe  as  your 

L^ p  has  done,    the  Ballance  of 

Guilt  mufl:   lye  on   your   L-- p's 

fide. 

And  now  behold  your  Lordfliip  ftill 
attacked,  and  ftill  repulfing,  and  in  eve- 
ry Battle  Vidorious. 

C  Bui 
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But  e'er   we  proceed,  let  us  a  little 

confider  your  great  Merit  iu  G- i's 

having  attempted  your  Life,  fmce  upon 
this  Attempt  you  fo  much  value  your 
felf,   and  from  this  Time  fet  up  for  a 

Hero.     Monfieur  G d  had  been  de- 

te6led  by  the  Diligence  and  Fidelity  of 

the  Lord  B — de^  in  his  correfpon- 

dence  with  Her  Majefty^s  Enemies,  and 
being  confcious  of  his  Guilt,  and  fore- 
feeing  v/hat  his  Fate  wouM  be,   grew 
enraged,  and  to  the  laft  degree  defperate. 
The  Cabinet,  before  whom  he  was  con- 
vened,  fo  entangled  him  by  their  Que- 
ftions,  that  he  cou'd  not  poflibly  extri- 
cate himfelf;  hence  his  Fury  rofe,  and 
the  Devil  confirmM  him  in  his  Refoluti- 
on,  which  was,    to  deflroy,  if  poffible, 
the  Perfoa  who  xlifcoverM  his  Villany ; 
but  not  being  able  to  compafs  it,  in  the 
blindnefs  of   his  Paffion    he  contented 
himfelf  wuh  the  next  at  hand,  which 
(God    be    thankM;    happenM    to    be 
your   L— -^ — p.     And    now    where's 
the  Merit  ?    You   will  tell  us,  I  know, 
if    this   be   not    fufficient,    you   have 
a  referve,  and  that  you  once  ftop'd  the 

Mouths 
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Mouths  of  a  pack  of  rebellious  Highlan- 
ders with  a  lefs  Sum  than  your  Prede- 
celTor;  that  you  had  alfo  a  Majority 
in  the  Debate  upon  the  Affairs  of  Cata- 
loma;  and  a  Queftion  to  your  Advan- 
tage. Allowing,  my  L — d,  thefe  In- 
ftances  to  be  as  (fated,  I  cannot  in  either 
of  them  fee  your  great  Succefs,  Genius, 
or  Ability,  which  you  fo  much  extol  and 
magnifie. 

It  was  a  great  Pity,  my  Lord,  when 
Wind  and  Tide  were  fo  much  your 
Friends,  that  any  Thing  fhould  fall  out 
to  crofs  you  ;  but  as  the  Devil  would 
have  it,  the  mU  Fire^  facliom  Church- 
men were  Itill  teazing  and  plaguing 
you,  and  in  an  unmannerly  way  calling 
upon  you  to  be  as  good  as  your  Word, 
This  was  a  huge  Grievance,  but  the 
greater  Difficulty  was ,  that  among 
thofe  who  pretended  to  be  your  Friends, 
feveral  had  diflPerent  Views,  and  a£ted 
upon  quite  different  Principles ;  and  the 
Nation  now,  was  not  in  Appearance 
divided  into  Whig  or  Tory,  but  into 
thofe  who  were  for  the  Old  Miniftry, 
and  thofe  who  were  for  the  New ;  and 
C  2  this 
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this  laft  Party  alfo  was  divided  into 
two  Parts,  thofc  who  were  really  Ja- 
cobites,  and  in  the  Incereft  of  the  Pre- 
tender ;  and  thofe,  who,  tho^  they  were 
not  Jacobites,  were  yet  noc  entirely  in 
the  Intereft  of  the  White  Staff,  though 
they  feemingly  aded  in  Concurrence 
wuth  him. 

As  to  the  firft  Party,  feme  of  which 

(3.S   your    L — p    faysj  were   even 

within  Doors,  fa  Comphment  highly 
deferving  Thanks  from  the  noble 
L— ds  you  ftrike  at)  thofp  forfooth 
you  cou'd  eafily  manage,  by  making 
them  entertain  a  Dream  of  your   L — 

• -p^s  being  in  the  Intereft  of  their 

Caufe,  tha^  which  notbino[  cou^d  be  more 
abfurd ;  nor  were  any  more  Weak  than 
thofe  who  couM  believe  fo.  How 
abfurd  their  Dream  was ,  and  how 
Weak  thofe  were  who  couM  believe  fo, 
I  will  not  prefume  to  determine,  till  I 
know  whether  you  did  not  give  them 
fome  other  Affurance  befides  your  Oaths 
and  Promifes ;  if  they  trufted  entirely  to 
them,  it  is  a  fhrewd  Sign  of  their  being 
yery  credulous.  Before  I  leave  this  Pa- 
ragraph, 
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ragraph,  let  me  obferve  to  you,  that 
this  Difcovery,  I  mean  of  Jacobites 
within  Doors,  is  the  only  Secret  in  your 
Book;  But  I  fear  it  has  no  more  Truth 
in  it  than  what  follows  it. 

The  other  Party ,  however ,  were 
thofe  who  created  you  all  the  Trouble, 
as  being  an  obftinate,  out  of  temper  Ge- 
neration, lifted  under  the  Colours  of  the 
immoderate,  High  Church  Fafliion, 
and  by  their  Direction  formM  inio  a 
Body,  with  the  Title  of  the  Ociober 
Club  :  This  was  a  perverfe  Race  ;  and 
had  not  you  put  an  end  to  their  Meet- 
ings, God  knows  what  wouM  have  be- 
come of  us  ;  This,  my  L — d,  is  fo  very 
ridiculous,  and  fo  monftroufly  abfurd, 
that  it  fcarce  deferves  an  Anfwer.  There 
was  indeed  an  05iober  Club,  and  it  was 
compofed  of  the  heft  Gentlemen  in  the 
Nation,  Men  of  Birth,  Fortune,  and 
Principles;  Men  that  fcorn'd  and  con- 
temned thofe  who  trifled  with  the  Dig- 
nity and  Safety  of  the  Publick,  and  that 
were  above  being  guided  by  the  obfcure 
Dilates  of  an  imperious  Minifter  ;  and 
if  this  was  the  Cafe,   how  couM  your 

L p 
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L__^ — p  have  any  Intereft  with  them? 
I  am  pofitive  you  never  had  enough? 
either  to  break  their  Defigns  or  their 
Meeting,  nor  was  their  Meeting  ever 
difcontinued  during  the  fetting  of  Par- 
liament ;  and  let  me  fay  this  to  their  Ho- 
nour, it  was  the  only  AlTcmbly  of  fo 
large  a  Number,  in  which  your  L — -p 
had  not  a  Spy  ;  but  you  are  fond  of  di- 
vulging Secrets  which  all  the  World 
know  to  be  Untruths,  as  will  further 
appear  in  this  Difcourfe, 

Your  L^— p  now  began  to  fmell 

a  Rat,  and  thought  it  high  Time  to 
look  about  you  ;  the  Hot-headed,  High 
Church  Fellows  had  pufhM  you  to'  the 
Wall,  and  begun  to  Catechize  you  a  little 
rudely,  but  you  to  be  even  with  them, 
was  determinM  to  give  no  Anfwers  to 
their  Queftions :  The  Schifm  Bill  was 
laid  as  a  Trap  for  you,  but  you  were 
too  wife  to  bite,  and  by  a  wonderful  Ar- 
tifice,   peculiar  to  your  L -p,  took 

all  that  was  bad  out  of  the  Bill,  and  yec 
kept  all  that  was  good  in  it.  My  L — d, 
I  have  your  Word  for  this,  and  fo  muft 
ask  no  further  ;  but  what  fhall  I  fay  to 

thofe 


thofe  Perfons  who  have  all  this  while 
impofed  upon  me^   by  telling  me,  your 

L ^ — -p  did   not    fpeak   one  Word 

thro'  the  whole  Debate  •  that  you  fat 
dumb^  and  fwelling  with  a  Difcontent 
that   vifibly  fpoke  your  Affedions   to 

the  Bill:  Had  your  L« p  employed 

your  Oratory  againft  it;  or  had  not 
your  Credit  at  that  Time  been  jQiatterM 
and  almoft  brought  to  nothing,  you  had 
been  able,  perhaps,  to  have  given  it 
fome  difturbance  in  its  Paffage  ;  be  that 
as  it  willj  if  the  Bill  was  intended  as  a 
Touch-ftone,  1  am  fure  it  had  its  Ef- 
feft.     But  to  be  even  with  thefe  Priefts 

and  Madmen ,    your  L p  has  a 

Plot  in  your  Turn,  and  what  fliouM  it 
be,  but'to  write  a  Secret  Hiftory,  to  in- 
finuate  that  they  are  all  in  the  Intereft  of 
the  Pretender,  and  if  poflible,  to  bring 
down  their  Reputations  to  a  level  with 
your  own  ;  to  mark  them  out  for  Pa- 
ftime  for  the  Populace,  to  load  them 
with  all  Miftakes,  and  in  fhort,  to  make 
them  the  center  of  Contempt  and  Ha- 
tred ;  This,  my  L— d,  was  a  glorious 
Thought,  and  had  there  been  a  little 
more  probability  in  the  Projed,  it  had 

Ihow'd 
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fhowM  you  a  MachUvel  in  Politicks.  But 

when  your  L- -^p  begins  to  argue^ 

you  only  prove,  you  wouM  have  them 
thought  in  the  Intereil  of  the  Preten- 
der, becaufe  not  in  your  Views;  whereas 
you  fhouM  firft  have  prov'd  your  own 
Views  not  againft  the  Succellion, 

There    was    yet   another   Weapon, 

for  your  L p  can  fight  at  Swor4 

and  Dagger,  which  you  thought  fit  to 
make  uie  of  againft  the  Enemy  ;  and 
what  fhou'd  it  be,  buttheHoufeof  H — rj 
and  you  are  pleasM  to  tell  us.  While  the 
Fatlion  run  on  with  the  wild  and  ruinous 
Scheme^  and  were^  as  far  as  they  had  Pow» 
er,  ruling  according  to  the  Severity  of  the 
Law^  you  for  your  party  did  not  mind  them^ 
only  fo  far  as  was  necejfary  to  defeat  them^ 
hut  went  quietly  on  with  your  Bujinefs^  cul-- 
tivated    a  good    Correfpondence    with   the 

Houfe  of  H— y  and  fecured  the  Sue^ 

cef/ion  againfi  all  Pretenders  whatfoever. 

With  what  Front,  now,  couM  your 

L p  make  fo  malicious  an  Infinuati- 

on ;    you  well  remember,  nor  can  I  be- 
lieve you  are  yet  fo  hardaed  as  to  deny 

it. 
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t,  the  fhameful  Negled  of  that  Court 
nd  your  unwarrantable  Behaviour  to- 
wards it,  occafion'd  the  firft  coolnefs 
between  you,  &c.  as  you  are  pleasM  to 
term  them,  the  Fadion ;  and  after  their 
repeated  Inftances  to  you,  after  their 
moft  earneft  Sollicitations,  all  they  couM 
obtain  fi-om  you,  was,  your  juggling 
Kinfman  for  an  Envoy,  in  the  lend- 
ing of  whom,   your  L — p  put* a; 

greater  Affront  upon  that  Court,  than 
you  GouM  have  done,  had  you  ftill  con- 
tinued your  Negledl  and  fent  none. 

Was  one,  as  great  a  Riddle  as  your 
felf,  and  the  Jell  of  his  own  Country^ 
a  fit  Perfon  to  be  fent  Abroad  at  fuch  a 
Time,  was  he  the  only  proper  Man 
you  cou'd  find  to  heal ,  if  there  was 
any,  the  unhappy  Mifunderftanding 
between  the  two  Courts ;  or  did  you 
fend  him,  my  L — d,  to  continue  the 
Farce  you  had  been  playing  with  them 
ever  fince  the  Eftablifhment  o^  your 
Power. 


D  Had 
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Had  you  thought  fit  to  fend,  as  was 
defined,  a  Perfon  of  Quality  and  Diftin- 
ftion,  and  in  whom  both  Courts  might 
have  confided,  you  wouM  have  given  a 
better  Proof  of  your  being  in  the  Inte- 
reft  of  the  Proteftant  Succeffion,  but 
you  were  not  to  be  driven  to  what  you 

did  not  approve:     The  Q; n  was 

luird  with  a  belief  that  all  was  wellj 
and  ^twas  the  Nations  Misfortune  you 
had  fo  great  a  Credit  for  fo  long  a  Time 
with  her. 

Another  Proof  of  your  unwearied 
Zeal  for  the  Succeffion,  is  brought  from 
the  great  Share  you  had  in  the  Payment 

of  Arrears  due  to  the  H r  Troops, 

but  furely  you  wril  not  prefume  to  palm 
this  upon  us.  Have  you  forgot  the  JOif- 
courfe  you  held  at  your  own  Table  with 
half  a  Dozen  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons?  You  then  thought  they 
ought  to  be  upon*  the  fame  Foot  as  the 
other  Rcvolters;  at  leafi,  that  they 
(houM  not  be  paid  till  they  had  fhowM  a 

due  Submiflion  to  her  M y,    and 

wouM 
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wou'd  acknowledge  the  Payment  as  a 

Favour. 

This,  my  Lr-d,  is  literally  true,  and 
fliall  be  vouch'd  at  any  Time.  From 
whence  it  is  evident,  whoever  paid  theni 
now,  they  might  have  been  difchargM 
long  fince,  had  not  your  L^ p  inter- 
posed. . 

Your  Pen  in  feveral  Parts  of  your  Se- 
cret Hiftory,  drops  the  broadeft  Infinua- 
tions  of  the  mighty  Things  you  have 
done  for  that  Court,  which  how  true 
they  are,  let  your  prefenrCondition  fpeak. 
CouM  fuch  a  neceffary,  and  ftrenuous 
Allertor  ofthe  Right  of  Siicceffion,  in  fo 
great  a  Change,  and  at  this  Juncture, 
pais  unregarded  ;  cou'd  he  be  blotted 
out  like  a  ufelefs  Cypher  ?  And  yet  this 
Fate  is  better  than  what  your  Guilt  can 
exped,  and  the  beft  your  few  Friends 
can  hope  for. 

But  by  thefe  things  your  L- — -p  in- 

ftruds  us  from  whence  you  fetch  your 

Merit,  and  if  weareask'd  what  mighty 

D  2  Mat- 


Matters  you  have  performed  for  the  pub- 
lick,  fiace  your  Inftallment  in  the  Chair 
of  Power  and  Management ;  we  iiiay 
boldly  anfwer  your  Lordfhip  was  ftabM 

by  G — dy  that  you  gave  but  5000/* 

to  the  High-land  Rebels  ;  that  you  fent 
your  Legerdemain  Kinfman  to  H-r— ~r, 
and  paid  the  Arrears  due  to  their  Troops 
when  Money  was  voted  and  raifed 
for  it  by  Pari — 1. 

And  if  this  will  not  content  them,  we 
are  further  inftrufted  to  fay,Your  L — — 
— p  made  one  Coufen  a  F— f  ?  a  fecond 
a  Coadjutor,  a  third  an  Audiitor  ;  that 
you  got  Preferments  for  all  your  poor 
Relations,  and  an  Heirefs  for  your  Son  ; 
(but  in  what  manner  fhall  be  the  Sub- 
jeft  of  a  particular  Treatife)  and  thefe 

my  L d  are  the  valuable  Bleflings 

of  a  wife  and  dilatory  Condud ;  but 
we  muff  not  imagine  thefe  great  At- 
chievements  could  be  brought  about, 
without  taking  a  few  irregular  Steps, 
fuch  as  the  Making  a  Dozen  of  P-— rs, 

Th^ 
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The  State  we  fee  had  an  ample  Pro- 
vifion  made  for  it ;  nor  was  the  Church 

in  the  leaft  negleded  ;  for  is  not — 

Dean  of  IVells^  and  Dodor  J^ n 

Sw' — f  Dean  of  St.  Patrick^ s  ?  and  is  not 
this  a  fufficient  Security  ?  Perhaps  it 
may  be  urg'd,  I  forget  Dr.  0- — -j.  Dr. 

J. jy  S ge^  and  G ^/. 

I  muft  own  as  a  great  Happinefs,  that 
our  Church  has  thefe  worthy  Perfons 
for  her  Bifhops  ;  but  yet  1  am  not  very 
certain  to  whom  we  owe  them :  Report 
fays,  your  L p  was  kind  in  recom- 
mending Dr.  0^ /;,  that  the  Queen 

made  Dr.  Sm ge^  that  Dr.  Jt--^-^j 

made  himfelf;,  and  that  your  L p, 

if  you  pleafe,  may  have  the  Honour  of 
making  the  fourth.  But  why  fhould 
we  infill  upon  fuch  Trifles  ?  when  there's 
enough  for  you  without  them  ;  and  it 

is  evident  to  all,  that  your  L- p 

fecurM  the  State  by  deftroying  the  O^io- 
her  Club  ;  and  the  Church,  by  taking 
out  of  the  Schifm-Bill  the  Perfecuting 
Claufe  againft  Diilenters.  Give  me  leave, 

in  this  place,  my  L- d,  to  remind 

you 
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you  of  one  part  of  your  Chara£ler,which 
by'a  ftrange  Misfortune  you  entirely  for- 
<Tot;  I  mean,  my  L—d,  the  great  En- 
couragement Dedications  in  Verfe  and 
Profe,  tell  me  you  fliow  to  Learning ; 
you  have  been  ftil'd  the  Macems  ot  the 
Age,  the  Protedor  of  the  Mufe,  and 
the  fecure  Jjylum  to  diftrefs'd  Meric; 
the  Arabian  and  Hebrew  had  never  been 
able  to  have  fupported  themfelves  fo 
long  in  this  Wefiern  World,  but  by  your 
L——.p's Care  and  Indulgence:  Fhis 
gave  me  the  Curiofity  to  make  a  more 
particular  Enquiry ;    which  I  did,  and 

found  out,  that  your  L -p,  from 

your    Love   to  Learning,    fome  Years 

fince,   gave    the  Q. — 's  Statue  to 

Chrift-ilhurch  :  It  is  own'd,  indeed,  that 

yQUf  L — p,  a  little  after,  as  if  you 

had  repented  of  the  Good  you  had  done, 
run  the  College  into  an  unneceffary 
Quarrel,  and  raisM  a  Flame  you  could 
not  with  all  your  Art  and  Power  extm- 
guifh.  You  beft  know,  my  L— d,  whe- 
ther to  plead  Guiltyy  or  Not  Guilty,  to 
this  Charge  ;  but  it's  evident,  that  va- 
luable Body  has  not  of  late  made  that 

Figure ' 
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Figure  in  the  Univerfity  it  usM  to  do, 
tho'  we  are  not  yet  without  Hopes  of 
feeing  them  upon  their  old  Foot,  when 
we  confider  how  great  and  able  a  Per* 
fon  they  have  for  their  Head. 

Excepting  this  Statue,  my  L — d,  I 
have  not  heard  of  any  thing  very  confi- 
derable,  which  was  ever  done  by  your 
L- — — p^'s  Means,  for  either  of  the 
Univerfities  :  No  new  Fellowfhips  have 
been  added;  no  new  Buildings  have 
been  ereQed  ;  no  Scholarfhips,  no  Cha- 
ritable Contributions  have  been  givea 
to  either  of  them.  The  Prebends  ap- 
propriated to  the  Headfhips  of  fome 
particular  Colleges  in  each  Univerfity, 
was  a  Benefaction  procured  by  another 
Perfon,  who,  if  ever,  did  then  fwear 
By   the  Blaft    of   Hell,    and  Rage  of 

Devils' when    your  L-r — — .p 

crofsM  his  further  Purpofe  of  obtaining 
other  Benefactions  for  theni:  ^Yet,  my 
L-d,  it  will  not  be  denied,  yguj  have 
given  fome  Encouragement  to  the  Re- 
publick  of  Letters ;  tor  feldom  does  ymfi 
L— p  fit  down  to  Table  without  a 

broken 
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broken  Poet  or  a  tatter'd  Clergy-man^ 

with  whom,  when  your  L- p  has 

a  little  Leifure,  you  may  perhaps  com- 
pofe  an  Anfwer  to  the  Crijis. 

But  to  return  to  your  Book. 

After  you  have  expatiated  in  your 
own  Commendation,  and  ihewM  how 
neceffary  you  were  to  the  publick  Ser- 
vice, you  fall  hard  upon  thofe  Perfons 
who  endeavourM  to  remove  you,  and 
put  the  Staff  into  other  Hands  ;  and  in 
the  fame  Page  affure  us,  Tho^  they  brought 
their  wicked  Purpofe  to  bear^  it  was  with 
the  utmoft  Reluiiance  that  Her  Majejiy 
farted  with  You  ;  and  that  your  L — p 
at  that  very  Hour  had  Inter efi  enough  to 
place  the  Stajf  in  Hands  never  dejign\i  for 
it  ;  and  by  this  Stratagem  to  defeat  the 
Intention  of  the  hot-headed  Fa6fion. 

V  •  Was  not  this  Relation  fo  very  abfurd 
as  it  is,  and  the  Falfhood  fo  grofs,  I 
would  make  fome  Reply  to  it ;  but  as, 
I  believe,  there  is  not  oae  Perfon  that 
credits  your  Secret  Hiflory^  and  as   the 

Con- 
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Conducing  that  Affair  is  by  Hundredi 
known  to  be  due  to  another,  I  will  Jeave 
it  to  contradiQ:  it  felf ;  nor  can  any  thing 
be  more  untrue,  except  the  Calmnefs 
and  5)^ronderful  Temper  you  pretend  you 
had  at  the  Time  of  your  Quietus.  I 
have,  my  L — d,  a  Couple  of  fubftantial 
Witnelfes,  who  were  prefent  at  a  cer- 
tain Scene  in  /C — ^  Garden,    and 

have  not  yet  forgot  with  what  Refpefit 
you  treated  the  Attorney  and  the  School^ 
boy.  If  your  Lordfhip  was  at  that  time 
compofed  and  calm,  I  would  fain  fee 
what  a  Figure  you  make  when  you  are 
difcomposM  and  ruffled.  Befides  this 
Argument  of  your  Temper,  we  can  pro- 
duce the  Heroick  Rant  in  the  Gallery 
at  ¥jn~^ — ;;. 

As  to  the  Relu£lance  which  you  pre« 

tend  Her  M was  under  when  (he 

ftrip'd  you.  I  am  told,  the  Female  Bu^ 
reports,  She  was  never  eafier  than  a& 
that  time ;  and  God,  by  calling  her  to 
him  fo  foon  after,  (hut  up  the  Glories  of 
her  Reign,  by  concluding  it  with  the 
beft  Aa  of  it. 
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And  now  let  us  fuppofe  you  turned  a- 
loof,  and  ftript  as  naked  as  you  would 
have  ftript  the  ungrateful  Underlings ; 
with  the  Mark  of  one  ungrateful  to 
his  Qj-- — =— n,  falfe  to  his  Truft,  deceit- 
ful to  his  Friend,  and  perfidious  to  his 
Country ;  and  then  we  may  eafily  account 
for  the  Ufage  you  have  fince  met  with  ; 
for  the  Riflings,  Dirt,  and  Ropes,  which 
were  thrown  at  you  in  the  City,  and  for 
the  Mirth  you  occafionM  at  Court ;  for 
%hQ  Hatred  you  meet  with  in  the  one,and 
the  Contempt  in  the  other :  As  thefe 
things,  my  L— d,  are  Lefibns  of  Inftru- 
6:ion  to  others,  fo  may  they  be  of  fome 
Ufe  to  your  L--^ — p,  and  learn  you  to 
retrieve  your  own  Charatler  before  you 
attempt  another  Mans.  In  fhort,  my 
h — d,  your  Day  is  over;  no  one  will 
unite  with  you,  nor  divide  for  you ; 
wherefore  you  have  nothing  elfe  to  do, 
t)Uttp  repent  of  the  Mifchiefs  you  have 
^one  this  poor  Nation,  by  a  jRbameful 
tricking  Adminiftration  ;  and  to  think 
you  can  never  be  heartily  forgiven  for 
what  you  have  done  in  this  World,  till 

you 
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you  are  gone  to  another.    And  yet  my 

L d  there  is  ft  ill  feme  Pity  for  you, 

and  even  in  him  from  whom  you  le^lt 
deferve  it ;  and  I  have  Authority  to  tell 
you,  the  B — ^ — p,  when  he  hears  you 
^re  next  polTefs'd  with  the  Spirit  of 
Writing  Hecret  Hijlory^  will  wait  on 
you,  exorcife  you,  and  drive  out  that 
Lucifer  with  whom  you  have  made  him 
fo  familiar. 


FINIS. 


